Common Questions on the Deity of Christ
Why is the deity of Christ important?

   One of the pivotal beliefs of Christianity is that Jesus Christ is God.  The deity of Christ is essential and foundational to all Christians.   The Word of God clearly indicates that Jesus is God.  Not only did Jesus Himself claim to be God, but many of those who were eyewitnesses of His majesty believed He was God.  

   If Jesus isn’t God, then He was just an ordinary man who died on a cross like thousands of other people in the days of the Roman Empire.  However, if Jesus IS God then He has the power to forgive sin and His death is able to pay the price for the sins of every person who has ever lived.

Couldn’t Jesus have just been a good teacher?

  No.  Certainly, Jesus was a good teacher.  But He couldn’t have been just a good teacher.  Central to the teachings of Jesus was His identity.  He didn’t just talk about morality; His teaching centered upon WHO He was.  He claimed to be the truth; He claimed to be the Good Shepherd; He claimed to be the Alpha and the Omega; He claimed to be the first and the last (eternal). Jesus claimed to be the resurrection and the life; He claimed to be the true vine, the bread of life, and the only way to God.  

   Yes, at the very core of His teaching was Christ’s identity – Who He was.  And Jesus boldly said that He was God.  However, in claiming to be God Jesus put Himself in a category by Himself.  No other great moral teachers or founders of religions ever claimed to be God.  Mohammed never claimed to be God; neither did Buddha.  So Christ’s claim to be God was pretty bold.  
   If Jesus knew He was not God but claimed to be God then He was a liar.  How could a liar be considered “a good teacher?”  If Jesus claimed to be God but wasn’t God then he was a complete lunatic.  How could a lunatic be considered a “good teacher?”  

     Other people have claimed to be God; however, they were delusional.   Psychiatric wards are filled with people who think they are Napoleon, Alexander the Great, or Jesus.  Such people are delusional.  How could Jesus be a “good teacher” if He was delusional?  
     If Jesus claimed to be God and knew He was not God He would also be a fool because then He would have died for that which He knew to be a lie.  How could Jesus be considered a “good teacher” and be a fool?
    However, if Jesus claimed to be God and is, indeed, God Himself, that makes all the difference in the world!

Did Jesus back up His claims that He was (and is) God?

   Most definitely!  Talk is cheap.  Anyone can claim to be God.  However, backing it up is something else.  Jesus proved He was God in many ways.  He lived the most loving, and caring life that was ever lived.  He taught with authority, unlike anyone who ever taught.  
    He lived a sinless life with neither his closest friends or most bitter enemies unable to find any fault in Him.  He did many miracles providing His deity.  He healed the sick, restored sight to the blind, knew people’s thoughts, and demonstrated power over nature.  

   But the greatest evidence and proof of His deity was that Jesus predicted that He would die, be in the grave for three days, and be resurrected.  And He DID exactly what He said He would do – Jesus come back from the dead!

  Jesus not only claimed to be God, He backed up His claims by His life, His words, and His actions.
Where does it state in the Bible that Jesus is God?

   Listed below are many of the scriptural evidences that point to the absolute deity of Jesus Christ.  Jesus of Nazareth is not only the Son of God; He is God Himself. 

1.  Jesus directly claims to be deity.
Mark 14:61-64

61 Again the high priest asked him, "Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?"  

62 "I am," said Jesus. "And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."

63  The high priest tore his clothes. "Why do we need any more witnesses?" he asked.

64  "You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?" They all condemned him as worthy of death.

2.  Jesus professes equality with God the Father.
John 10:30-33

30   I and the Father are one." [Gk: one in essence or nature]

31  Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him,

32  but Jesus said to them, "I have shown you many great miracles from the Father.  

      For which of these do you stone me?"

33 "We are not stoning you for any of these," replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy,   

      because you, a mere man, claim to be God."

John 14:9  
       Jesus answered: "Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father‘?
3.  Jesus requires the same honor as that given to God.
John 5:23

      that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, Who sent Him.

4.  Jesus states that knowing Him is to know the Father.
John 8:19

   Then they asked him, "Where is your father?" 

   "You do not know me or my Father," Jesus replied. "If you knew me, you would  

   know My Father also. " 
5.  Jesus commands His followers to make Him an object of faith to the same degree as believing in God.
John 14:1  

  "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me.” 

6.  Jesus received worship as God and accepted it.
Matthew 14:33  (cf. Matt 28:9, 17; Luke 24:52;John 9:38)
    Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."

John 9:38

Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. 

John 20:27-29

27  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe."

28  Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"

29  Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed [that Jesus is Lord and God]; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

7.  Jesus forgave sins just as God forgives sins.

Mark 2:5-12

5  When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven."

6  Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves,

7  "Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?"

8  Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, "Why are you thinking these things?

9  Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?

10  But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…." He said to the paralytic,

11  "I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home."

12  He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, "We have never seen anything like this!"

8.  New Testament leaders and writers recognized Jesus as God.

Titus 2:13

while we wait for the blessed hope— the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Acts 7:59

And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 

1 John 5:20

We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true— even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

Hebrews 1:8

But about the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and 

righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.

9.  Old Testament prophecy indicates Jesus is God.
Isaiah 9:6  
        For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
